Jump to appended: Weekly Devotional
    Sermon:                  “The Compassionate Jesus”     
   Dedication of Offering  
   *Hymn -                 “It Took a Miracle”                   Page 524
   *Benediction                                                        
                     L: Greeting: “The Peace of God be with you.”                
                      P: Response: “And also with you.”                                 
                      L: “Go now in peace.”                                
    *Extinguishing of candles


  *Postlude 
Worship Service: We welcome you today March 26, 2023; the Fifth Sunday in Lent!   Hand sanitizer and masks are available. Please put your offering in the basket in rear of Sanctuary. Weekly envelopes/ monetary donations may be dropped off at the church during office hours or mailed. Bulletin & devotionals are on the church website. 
OUR BEAUTIFUL ALTAR FLOWERS are sponsored by Bob and Dixie Endy in celebration and honor of their 50th Wedding Anniversary on March 31st. We offer congratulations to them on this momentous occasion and wish them many more wonderful anniversaries!

PLEASE TURN OFF CELL PHONES, PAGERS, ETC. during our worship service.  Thank you for your cooperation.

GREETERS FOR MARCH 26th: Susan Snyder, Rachael Bryson, Carol Knight. GRETERS FOR APR. 2nd and 9th: Marie Herb, Chris & Pam Herb & Family. 
LAY READERS: Mar. 26 - Rachael Bryson; Apr. 2 - Marie Herb; Apr. 9 - Jan Quinn. If you cannot read on your Sunday, please inform the church office. Thank you.

SUNDAY SCHOOL LEADERS: Mar. 26 - Marie Herb; Apr. 2 - Donna Novinger; Apr. 9 - Ken Bechtel. If you cannot teach on your Sunday, please inform the church office as soon as possible. Thank you.

The Adult Sunday School class is studying “The Chosen” Season 1. Please join us.
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                                March 26, 2023

                           Fifth Sunday in Lent 

    Rev. Kristine Heckard - Interim Pastor 
                      The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church
        3682 Peters Mountain Rd.  P O Box H Halifax, PA 17032
                                                                          Pastor Kristine Heckard

    Church Office (717-896-3118)  Pastor Cell 717-818-3041

 Church Office Hours: Mon. thru Thurs. - 10AM to 3PM 

    Web Site - ValleysEcc.Org   Email - valleysecc.halifax@gmail.com
View online services at Link:

https://www.facebook.com/The-Valleys-Evangelical-Covenant-Church-113739983341029/     or on YouTube Link https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCWCNvvB8qUyJVry4rUWQFGQ 

If you are not on Facebook, go to the above YouTube link and you should be able to see any of the services (after the live stream is finished).  You can also listen to the sermon on Valleys website.  

The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church

Rev. Kristine Heckard, Interim Pastor

Hymnal, Bridget Campbell

Video Technician, Seth Guertin

March 26, 2023 - Worship, 10:15AM
Fifth Sunday in Lent

     (*Please stand as you are able)


 
Lighting of Candles  
   Prelude       
Announcements                                                                                              
*Call to Worship: (Responsive)                      Marie Herb                      

L:  The Lord calls us to worship, not for his sake, bur for ours;
P:  for in worship our lives take on a new dimension.   

L:  We become more aware of divine realities;
P:  we re-adjust our priorities and goals; 
L:  we raise our ethical standards;

P:  and we see ourselves as people with eternal significance.
L: Come! Let us worship!

      *Hymn -    “Surely the Presence”  (Sing Twice)       See Insert
*Invocation                                                                                   
*Confession:  (In Unison)   
Lord, because we have failed to turn to you in our deepest time of need, we have suffered needlessly. We come now with penitent hearts asking to be forgiven for our foolishness. We bring to you our discouraged hearts, asking for hope. We bring to you our wavering commitment, asking for renewal. We bring to you our puzzled wills, asking for direction. We bring to you our loneliness, asking for love. Through Jesus Christ our Savior, we pray. Amen.
       *Assurance of Pardon 
   The Psalm: 23:1-6 (Responsive)                                  
 L: Out of the depths I have cried to You, O Lord;
 P:  Lord, hear my voice! Let Your ears be attentive to the voice of my supplications.
 L: If You, Lord, should mark iniquities, O Lord, who could stand?
 P: But there is forgiveness with You, that you may be feared.
L: I wait for the Lord, my soul waits, and in His word I do hope.
P: My soul waits for the Lord more than those who watch for the morning. Yes, more than those who watch for the morning
L:  O Israel, hope in the Lord; for with the Lord there is mercy, and with Him is abundant redemption.
P:  And He shall redeem Israel from all iniquities. 

  Affirmation of Faith: (In Unison) 
    We believe that God is our Father and all His children are our brothers and sisters.
    We believe that we are to strive for a life of sacrifice, surrender and service - the kind of life which Jesus both taught and lived.

We believe that if we trust Him, and accept His death upon the cross as the price of our sins, our life is eternal and our destiny is to be with Him in Heaven.

We believe in the Holy Spirit of God, present with us always, inspiring us to walk together the pathway of goodness, truth and abiding faith. Amen.   

Hymn -    “No one Ever Cared for Me Like Jesus”        Page 528
Pastoral Prayer with the Lord’s Prayer (sins/sinned)             
Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be thy Name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who have sinned against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen
Prayer Response:     “Hear our Prayer, O Lord”           Page 614
Scripture:  John 11:28-37 (Pg.  141 N. T. Pew Bible)   Rachael Bryson                         
    Reader:   The Word of God for the People of God.
 Congregation: Thanks be to God!
        PRAYER REQUESTS*     *(indicates new or change)
Please remember all people on our Prayer List with prayers, thoughts, cards: 

MEMBERS & FRIENDS OF THE VALLEYS:  

*Tammy & John Reed family & friends; *Kelly Shutt, (Home).; *Elwood Shaffer,(Neva Cichy’s father); *Barbara (recovering from surgery on Mar. 22) & Dennis Croutharmel; *Kelly Richter, (recovering from surgery);  *Dwayne Miller, (Gary Miller’s nephew); *Mike & Bonnie Lidle; * Carol Knight; Diane Shaffer; Carl Miller; Gail & Charlie Shertzer; Ed Dobbin; Betty Lebo; Ed Berra; Sarah Graff, Colleen Bublitz; Gary Miller; Dennis Leitzel; Barbara Lauver; Neva Cichy;  Hannah Gonder; Kayla Gonder; Marissa Faust; Charlie/Gail Shertzer; Mary Cooke; Carol Cooper; Dean Etzweiler; Esther Masser; Sue Maichle; Emily Degnitz; Aliyia Shoop; Lori Graeff;  Deb Castellani; Judy Miller; Dorothy Rand; Ben Baker; Inez Boyer; Liam Neiswender; Terry Etzweiler; Carl Baker; Neva Smith; Rick Welker; Alan Bostdorf; Nancy/Tim Wilbert; Jennifer Herb; Karen Kahler; Jean Enders; Destiny Snyder; Glenda Lissner; Guy Kerstetter; Larry Snyder; Carolyn Rickmer; Joslyn Thomas; Kevin; Ruth Boyer; Henry Hassinger; Ray Meredith; Jerry Sturm; Jerry Valentine; Janeal Yerger; Peyton Simmers; Justin Hoffman; Glen Hale; Betty Feger; Esther Rudy; Evelyn/Ron Kolva; Bob Pottiger; Susan Lazor;  Sara Herb; Ann Kopp; Jake/Sandy Hale; Greg Gelnett;  Frank Kitchen; Kenny Minnich; Erin Santigo; Dustin Ramberger; Rick Miller; Stanley Moose, (Gary Miller’s friend); Pat Scheidler; Tracey Knauss; Josephine Stoneroad; Nancy McElrath;  Bonnie Bechtel; Tom Little;  Dawne Wilks; Don Markel, (Bonita Heddings’ niece’s husband); Randy & Emma Byerly; Chad Kitchen, (Hosp critical condition); Tom/Flo Mallonee, (Tom is in hosp.)
OUR SHUT INS: Myra Hoffman; Lila Baddorf; Hannah Klinger; Vickie Shoffler; Janet Noblit; Lori Graff; Arletta Thomas
MISSIONS: Covenant Missionaries: Jen/Minh D.; Cathy C.; Covenant Missionaries, all Missionaries serving all around the world.

Please inform the Valleys if you or a member of your family is in the hospital, hospitals do not inform us unless you tell them to contact us.  Please call the church office (717-896-3118). Please put prayer requests (also name of person requesting prayer) on the back of “Welcome Card” which is in the pew rack and place it in offering plate, also please give a contact name that we can contact for updates or call the church office. In order to keep our prayer list accurate, please give the church office updates on people you place on prayer list or if you know of someone whose prayer need has changed. Thank you.
CHURCH CALENDAR
Mar. 26 - 9:00AM - Sunday School at Valleys- The Chosen
               10:15AM - In-Person Worship Service or Online
Mar. 27 - 7:00PM - Pastoral Search Committee 

Mar.29 -11:30AM - Lenten lunch, Service 12:15-1:00PM at Halifax United Methodist Church        
Apr. 2 Palm Sunday - 9:00AM - Sunday School - The Chosen
               10:15AM - Baptism of Beau Pellman - In-Person Worship Service or Online (No Communion this Sunday, Communion will be next Sunday on Easter)
*******************************************************************************************************
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Halifax Community Lenten Services

The Beatitudes
March 29th- Halifax UMC
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Sunday, April 9th 6:30 am service at Camp Hebron    Breakfast to follow.

   The Halifax Ministerium is welcomes you to our community Lenten services. 
Weekday services will be on Wednesdays starting at 12:15pm. 
      The host church will be serving a light lunch starting at 11:30am. We would invite you to come and fellowship at the table.  If you are joining us over your lunch break it’s our goal that you can return to work by 1:00pm. All offerings received *********************************************************************************************************
FREE COMMUNITY MEAL on Tuesday April 11th, Eat at church only between 5:30-7:00PM. Menu: Chicken, Filling, salad, fruit salad, Dessert. Meals will be eat-in at the church. You are welcome to join us in fellowship. Please reserve meals by Thurs. April 6th. Please see the signup sheet in narthex for food donations and helpers.

MAUNDY THURSDAY READINGS: Readings for Maundy Thursday Service are on the table in the narthex and can be picked up by people who are doing readings.

HOLY WEEK SERVICES AT VALLEYS:

PALM SUNDAY APRIL 2nd - 10:15AM - In-Person Worship Service or Online - Baptism of Beau Pellman (No Communion)

MAUNDY THURSDAY APRIL 6th - 7:00PM - 

     It will be a combination of a Seder Meal, Holy Communion and Tenebrae service.

GOOD FRIDAY APRIL 7th - 12:00Noon - Good Friday Service

EASTER SUNDAY APRIL 9th - 10:15AM - In-Person Worship Service or Online - Holy Communion (Communion Servers - Bob Endy, Gary Fetterhoff, (*Marie Herb and *Sue Faust if four servers are needed)
ZUMBA meets Mondays 6:00-7:00PM in the social hall.
GIRL SCOUTS meet on various evenings through the week.

Troop 11302 meets 1st & 3rd Sundays 4:30-6:00PM
Troop 11570 and 10728 meet 1st & 3rd Sundays 6:00-7:30PM
Troop 11300 meets 2nd & 4th Mondays 6:00-7:30PM
Troop 11301 meets 2nd Thursday of each month 6:00-7:30PM
DEVOTIONALS: Free copies of “Our Daily Bread” devotional booklets for April, May, and June are on the display on the cupboard at the front entrance. 
“These Days” devotionals are available for a small yearly subscription ($6 per year). Please call the church office to subscribe. If you subscribe to “These Days” devotionals and have not paid the subscription, please put it in your weekly envelope, marked “These Days”. If you have not picked up your April, May, and June devotional, it is on the table in the narthex.
PASTORAL SEARCH COMMITTEE: 

    On behalf of the Pastoral Search Committee, we thank everyone who has taken the Congregational Survey. The information you have provided will greatly help the committee going forward. Also, we will be passing some of the information onto the Elders and Council so that they can address some of the concerns that you have.

What does the Pastoral Search Committee plan to do next?

    Our next step is to complete our church profile. This is what potential candidates will look at to see if they are interested in the position. After our profile is published, it will take some time for us to get profiles to review. We plan on giving more updates in the future and we apologize that you haven’t heard from us more often.

Things to keep in mind:

· The committee only started to work on the search process in October.

· It takes about 12-18 months for the process to be complete, so please be patient.

· We are an elected group. We ask that you continue to trust us as we go through this process.

· We can’t share everything that we do. When we agreed to serve on the committee, we agreed to confidentiality.

                      Thank you again, PSC Chair Bridget Campbell

ALTAR FLOWERS: Cost for altar flowers is $37.00 to sponsor flowers for Sunday worship services.
BLANKETS AND PILLOWS are needed for the Men’s Bethesda Mission in Harrisburg. If you wish to donate some, please see Jan Quinn as she is taking care of this mission.
The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church
                                          Weekly Devotion for March 26, 2023

Invocation:  Holy God, our faith in you is often buried under such a load of burdens.  We wish you would shout us the way you did to Lazarus lying dead, to get up and live.  Make a call upon us this morning – the way you said you always would when we were two or three or more, meeting in your name – a call to hear your voice and live that gives direction and brings comfort to our lives.  In Jesus we pray.  Amen.

Scripture:  Psalm 130, John 11:28-37

Sermon:
“Jesus Wept”

An anniversary is a date marking a notable event. Birthdays and weddings mark notable events that are joyous, but all anniversaries aren’t joyous. Some anniversaries mark tragedy, suffering, and grief.  Every October and November I remember the anniversary of the death of my mother and father.  They both died of heart attacks.  It was very sudden and a shock to everyone.  I was in disbelief for a long time, thinking how could this be?  Lord, where were you, you could have stopped this!  

Most of us remember November 22, 1963 – John F. Kennedy was assassinated.  April 4, 1968 – Martin Luther King, Jr. was killed.  April 19, 1995 – the federal building in Oklahoma City was bombed. September 11, 2001 – the World Trade Center in New York and the Pentagon in Washington, DC were attacked by terrorists.  

We stand in disbelief that these tragedies happened and we come into the presence of God and say, "Make sense of this, oh God. Tell us why.  If you are in control, if you are merciful, if you are sovereign, if you are love, help me understand."

John’s passage is a glimpse into the life of the grief-stricken. Mary and Martha’s brother, Lazarus, has died, and Jesus has come to be with his friends. Mary runs out to Jesus and says, “Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have died.” She’s honoring Jesus by suggesting his presence and power could’ve saved Lazarus, but I also hear in Mary’s voice, “Where were you? Why weren’t you here?” Mary’s upset that Jesus wasn’t there to prevent Lazarus’ death.

When someone dies, anger is normal, and to question God’s role in that death is normal as well. Maybe you’ve asked, “God, where were you three years ago when my father died of cancer? Where were you when my husband had a heart attack? It’s okay to be angry.  It’s okay to be upset, but as Christians, as a group of believers who profess their faith and trust in God, how do we deal with it?

Look at what Christ did - he went to be with Mary and Martha.  In the midst of their grief and suffering, he came to be with them. He was there, and it’s a clear indication that Christ is here in the midst of our pain and grief, and I can say without any hesitation that He is present now with all who grieve bringing comfort, just as he did for Mary and Martha.

Christ’s presence with Mary and Martha is an example of his compassion and love for them, but it was more than a friendly gesture, because John tells us that Jesus was greatly disturbed in spirit and deeply moved. He was physically upset and cried. Jesus cried because he loved Lazarus.  He cried because Mary and Martha were upset, and it disturbed him to see them in so much pain.

God cries with us in the death of loved ones. We can’t forget that God grieved the death of a Son, and as we are all God’s children, He grieves with us.

I read a story of a young boy who was sent to the corner store by his mother to buy a loaf of bread. He was gone much longer than it should have taken him.  When he finally returned, his mother asked, “Where have you been? I’ve been worried sick about you.”  “Well,” he answered, “there was a little boy with a broken bike who was crying.  So I stopped to help him.”  “I didn’t know you knew anything about fixing bikes,” his mother said.  “I don’t, I just stayed there and cried with him.”

Friends and family they cling to each other, arm in arm, hand in hand, hugging, sharing their tears and their grief. The offering of your presence and tears in the midst of crisis can never be underestimated.  Being together in tough times is a source of strength, not because of anything that is said, but because we are together and sharing each other’s pain. Through his presence and tears, Christ made it known to Mary and Martha that he loved them and that he loved Lazarus.

But the good news is that God can do more than be with us and cry.  He has the power to bring a glorious and miraculous outcome.  The miraculous outcome in our scripture was in Lazarus being raised from the dead.  As Christians, our faith tells us that we can always count on God for a glorious and miraculous outcome.

We can’t always see this outcome because within our narrow, human point of view, we place limits on what God’s glory and miracles look like. We believe that the only miracle available to a cancer patient is complete physical healing, but what about the spiritual miracle that may come to that cancer patient in the midst of their disease?  What about the glorious renewal of family relationships that may be healed and strengthened because of the crisis?  What about a grieving son’s vow to make things right with his children?  Those are miraculous outcomes. Now the God I worship doesn’t send disease or tragedy to bring about a specific end, but He does work within and through those circumstances to bring about good, to bring about His glory.

In Matthew’s Gospel Christ says, “Come to me all that are weary and carrying heavy burdens, and I will give you rest.”  Being a Christian doesn’t exempt us from pain.  Being a Christian doesn’t give us a free pass on suffering. Christ certainly knew pain, and Christ certainly knew suffering, which is why he can say, “Come to me, I’ve been there, I have felt it, and I will give you rest.” The miracle that God can and will deliver is the miracle of a God that cares enough about you, and you alone to show up, to cry, and to bring comfort. When we trust him with our pain, when we give him our suffering, he will sustain us and give us rest.

We each have our anniversaries, but as Christians, we have hope. My prayer is that you find comfort in God’s mercy and that you seek refuge in God’s grace.  Amen.

Pastoral Prayer and Lord’s Prayer:

Our gracious and loving Father, we come to You today in Jesus’ name, the name that’s above every name in heaven and on earth.  How comforting it is to know that You’re in control of the world and even the whole universe.  Things happen all over the world that are troubling and perplexing, but we know that You’re never surprised or perplexed.  You’re also in charge of the world and the affairs of our lives, and You’re never surprised.  Things happen to us that we don’t understand and we have questions and wonder why things are as they are.  But there are some things we won’t ever understand and some things we don’t need to understand, at least not for now.  So help us to trust You even when we can’t see, because with our hand in Yours, we’ll make it through.

We pray for those with sicknesses and physical problems,  You’re the Great Physician and You know just what they need and how to meet all of their needs, both physically and emotional, and we uphold them this morning.  We pray for __________________________________.

We pray too our nation and the leaders of our nations.  They need the influence of the Holy spirit as they make vital decisions day after day that effect us, not only today, but for years in the future.  We’re thankful for all those that know You and call upon You for Your direction and guidance.  We pray for Your influence in the affairs of our nations.

Thank You for Your presence with us right now in this service, because we sense that You are here.  Drawing us closer to You, encouraging us and lifting us up.  We pray these things in the name of Jesus our Savior who taught us to prayer . . . “Our Father . . .Amen.”

Benediction:

God be your comfort, your strength; God be your hope and support; God be your light and your way; and the blessing of God, Creator, Redeemer, and Giver of life, remain with you now and forever.  Amen.

